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<Abstract>

Some Problems in the Translation of Archaic
Hebrew Poems with Special Reference to the Song of
Moses in Deut 32:1-43 (Part I)

Prof. Jung-Woo Kim
(Chongshin University)

The aim of this paper is to analyze some major problems that arise in dealing with
the translation of archaic Hebrew poetry, with special reference to songs such as
Deut. 32:1-43. Previous Korean translations do not seem to deeply reflect the poetic
character of the song. Neither has the unstable character of the textual transmission
of the text been properly considered. Therefore we may list several introductory
questions as follows: (1) Which ancient Hebrew manuscript will be chosen as the
standard text for the new translation? There are major differences in the presentation
of verses and lines of the text between the Aleppo codex (70 lines) and the
Leningrad codex (67 lines). And there are differences in the reconstruction of the
seemingly original text between BHS and BHL (edited by A. Dothan). (2) How can
we best reconstruct the poem in terms of verse, line, and cola and what will be the
best format for our own translation in print form? (3) To help the reader recognize
the flow of thought in this long poem, how should the overall structure be
presented? (4) When there are prefix and suffix forms of verbs in the parallel cola,
how can we determine the tense value of the two different verbal systems in a
coherent way? (5) Which translation philosophy is to be utilized, ‘formal
correspondence’ or ‘semantic equivalence’? (6) Should the modern concept of
diverse sentence marks such as question marks and quotation marks be used? After
raising such questions, the writer presents a table which shows the different
classifications of lines and verses in the Leningrad codex, the Aleppo codex,
Samaritan Pentateuch, LXX, Qumran manuscripts and BHS. Then he gives his own
translation of Deut. 32:1-18 together with philology, textual criticism, poetic
analysis and short exegesis.





